OUR AMBASSADOR KING

Prince played up. When the President of Uruguay came
aboard H.M.S. Curlew to welcome him, the Prince wore
the bearskin and scarlet uniform of the Guards, which
had proved the most popular of all the uniforms he wore
in Africa. (This question of dress looms large on all the
Prince's official tours, and he and his staff must give it
most careful consideration. The South American tour
was the ultimate test of showmanship.) Mounted police
guarded the procession to Government House, outside
which the people of the Republic had assembled to shout
welcome to the Prince. He appeared on the balcony to
salute them and then reviewed a military march past.
(What an asset, incidentally, has the balcony been to
Royal pageantry as well as to romantic drama! How
many are the conflicts which have been resolved by a
well-timed appearance on that narrow stage!)

Buenos Aires was the next port of call. Now began
to rise a tide of enthusiasm greater even than that which
President Alvear had, in his dreams of this visit, projected.
As the Prince sailed up the estuary of the Plate, a salute
of twenty-one guns was fired. When he landed, the
crowd gave vent to its excitement with a vocal hardiness
and quality which few other crowds in the world could
approach. The tour was a succession of ** scenes."
Journalists plunged into an orgy of description. Reading
their words now, we see that some were overwhelmed
and lost their senses. So much colour, so much shouting
did but throw their words into confusion. Such riches
did more than embarrass. They bowled the journalists
completely over. Here, at a distance, we enjoy advantage.

We can set down a few of the incidents in more sober
vein. We can tell how the Prince was driven through
the streets in a carriage drawn by four black hesses;
how the people threw flowers into the carriage \ how the
night was given to a banquet, to fireworks and a torch-
light procession; how Senor Basualdo lent the Prince
his house in Buenos Aires; how the Prince and the
President sailed in a yacht to Avallaneda; how almost